Dentistry's vital role in disaster preparedness.
The world continues to experience major disasters with large numbers of casualties and fatalities. Dentistry's role in these disasters is explored. Overall disaster preparedness is discussed and the potential for the health care delivery system in the disaster area to be overwhelmed is emphasized. The role of dental personnel in the armed services in treating casualties as a part of a medical response team is highlighted and the medical readiness training programs for military dental officers are outlined the development of similar training programs in the civilian professional sector is suggested. This might allow civilian dentists, augmenting and teaming with their medical counterparts, to help provide emergency care to the large number of casualties that will be generated in a major earthquake or similar disaster.